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ACTION CU-04 

INFO OCT-01 EA-09 ISO-OO /014W 

020749Z 090548/21 

R 020709Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO USIA WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 7377 

UNCLAS TOKYO 6379 

STATE FOR CU/ARTS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: RAUSCHENBERG EXHIBIT 

1 . IT IS POST UNDERSTANDING THAT THE RAUSCHENBERG RETROS- 
SPECTIVE AT MOMA NEW YORK RUNS UNTIL MAY 17, THEN GOES TO 
SAN FRANCISCO, BUFFALO AND CHICAGO, CLOSING THERE AND 
FINISHING THE CIRCUIT JANUARY 15, 1978. 

2. DURING CALL ON ASAHI SHIMBUN BY TENNY AND KAYS LAST 
WEEK, POSSIBILITY WAS DISCUSSED IN GENERAL TERMS OF ASAHI 
CO-SPONSORSHIP WITH JAPAN-AMERICA FRIENDSHIP COMMISSION OF 
A MAJOR AMERICAN EXHIBIT OF SOME KIND. THEY WERE RECEPTIVE 
TO IDEA, THOUGH NO SPECIFICS RAISED. 

3. WOULD IT BE POSSIBLE TO GET THE RAUSCHENBERG AFTER 
CHICAGO CLOSURE? IF ALL 157 WORKS ARE A BIT TOO GRANDIOSE 
IN SCALE, COULD WE GET A SELECTED PORTION OF THEM? 

4. POST HAS NO DOUBT THIS WOULD BE A SMASH IN JAPAN WHERE 
RAUSCHENBERG IS HIGHLY POPULAR. QUESTION, OF COURSE, 

IS WHETHER COST IS OUT OF REACH. 

5. THIS HAS NOT RPT NOT BEEN RAISED WITH ASAHI. NO 
POINT IN RAISING FALSE HOPES. NEITHER WAS IT 
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DISCUSSED WITH TENNY WHO WAS THINKING MORE IN TERMS 
OF TRADITIONAL RAHER THAN MODERN AMERICAN ART. 

TENNY FEELS, AND POST AGREES, JAPANESE ARE MORE 
FAMILIAR WITH MODERN AMERICAN ART THAN WITH TRADI- 
TIONAL, AND A GOOD EXHIBIT OF THE LATTER WOULD SERVE 
POST OBJECTIVES VERY WELL. GIVEN THE DIFFICULTY OF 
STARTING FROM SCRATCH TO PUT A RETROSPECTIVE TOGETHER, 
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HOWEVER, WE WOULD BE MORE THAN HAPPY TO HAVE THE BIRD 
IN HAND, ESPECIALLY WHEN THE BIRD IS RAUSCHENBERG. 

REQUEST CU DETERMINE WHETHER ALL OR PART OF EXHIBIT 
MIGHT BE AVAILABLE FOR JAPAN ANYTIME AFTER LATE 1978 AND, IF 
SO, WOULD FRIENDSHIP COMMISSION BE INTERESTED IN 
GIVING AN ASSIST WITH THE FUNDING. IF ANSWER IS 
FAVORABLE, WE WILL APPROACH ASAHI AND OR OTHE POSSIBLE 
CO-SPONSOR. IF ANSWER NEGATIVE, WE WILL FORGET IT. 

6. GRATUTIOUSLY, SHOULD THIS MATERIALIZE, POST WOULD 
BE HAPPY TO RESERVE AN AMSPEC GRANT IF RAUSCHENBERG 
HIMSELF WOULD LIKE TO COME ALONG TO PARTICIPATE IN 
COUPLE OF ART PROGRAMS AND VIEW CHERRY BLOSSOMS. 

KAYS 
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